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JEREJliAH AS A POET 
---------- -- - ------
Introduction 
A. Statement of Purpose and Method. 
The purpose of this paper is to present a 
study of Jeremiah, not as a prophet, but as a poet. To 
this end we shall deal almost exclusively with those 
sections of the book of Jeremiah that are clearly poetic 
in structure and spirit, using the translations of James 
Moffatt and George Adam Smith. 
The writings of Jeremiah will be studied for 
the light they throw upon those specific qualities of 
(mind and spirit which constitute the personality of a 
I poet. Having determined, as far as possible, the pecu-
1 
I liar temper and make up of the man himself. we shall pro-
1 ceed further to study the definite bearing of such a 
I 
1 temperament upon his Call to Prophecy, and the contri-
I 
I bution of his character to the c_ontent of his message. 
I 
:His wri tinge will, therefore, be c.lassified to show: 
I 
1. The Temperament of the Man. 
2. The Nature and Consequences of his Call as de-
termined in part by his Temperament. 
3. The Structure and Content of his Message as 
influenced and fashioned by his poetic spirit. 
B. Statement of the Characteristics of the Poetic 
Temperament. 
Before proceeding to t~e study of Jeremiah as 
poet we shall present. briefly, the fundamental character-
! 
1. 
istics of the poetic temperament as such, and tnen form-
ulate a working definition of the term poet. 
It has been said that a poet sees,_ creates, 
and sings. "As a ~ he must first of all be a keen and 
accurate observer of the life around him, sensitive to the 
minute detail that escapes the average person."! Not 
only that, but he must see in terms of likenesses or an-
alogies. The ordinary person can see pansies and butter-
flies and be aware of no resemblance between the two, but 
with the poet "the bright colors of the second image by 
! association recall the first, and result in an expresa-
I 
ion::clearly poetic: 'The pansies are flying': 2 The 
poet observes with his physical eye and he also sees with 
the eye of his mind, or his imagination. 
It_ .is by means of his imagination that he 
becomes a creator, He takes the concrete irrages that 
are presented to him and combines and fuses them. into 
what is essentially a new creation. •rn this newness, of 
cours.e, consists the .value of the picture; it is the 
original and individual contribution of tne mind, the 
ideal element added to the reality on which the image is 
ultimately based."3 Poetry springs from a mood of dis-
satisfaction, from a desire for the better than what is. 
Edgar Allen Poe said that it was not the mere appreciation 
I of beauty that inspires the poet, but the wild effort to 
1. Gordon & King,- Verse of Our Day. p. 328 
2. F. H. Prescott,- The Poetic Mind. p. 54 
3. Ibid. p. 16?. 
2 
reach the beauty above.l So the poet creates, remolds 
that which he sees and feels nearer to the heart's desire. 
One may have poetic feeling without being able 
to put it into words, but the real poet must give poetical 
expression to his feeling,- there must be imagination in 
the substance of what he writes, and rhythm in the form. 
•A prose writer such as Hawthorne or Ruskin shares with 
the poet the powers of keen observation and imagination, 
but the poet adds to these qualities the quality of music 
evidenced in rhythm, cadence and frequently in rhyme. A 
real poem must charm the ear regardless of the thought 
expressed, f .or a poem, in its essence, is music. Even one 
I who did not understand the language could not fail to 
I 1 recogni.z.e the music of poems like Joe's, Bells; Noyes's, 
I 
j The Barrel Organ; or Tennyson's lyrics in The Princess. 
In fact, any expression of emotion tends to be rhythm~cal. 
There is rhythm i .n a laugh, a sob, a cheer; and a poem is 
essentia~ly an expression of emo.tion. "2 A poet is thus 
a singer as well as a seer and a "creator. 
c. Definition of the term Poet. 
On the basis of the foregoing we may define 
a poet as one who observes keenly, who creates imagina-
tively, and who gives rhythmic verbal expression to his 
thoughts and emotions. 
-------------T--~----------------------------------------------------·--
1 • . The Poetic Principle. 
2. Gordon & King, op. cit. p. 332. 
3 
I 
Chapter I. The Temperament of Jeremiah. 
With the above definition of a poet in mind 
let us see what the writings of Jeremiah reveal as to his 
possession of those qualities that make up the poetic 
temperament. 
A. Keen and accurate observation. 
1. The Natural World. 
There has never been a poet who was blind to 
the beauties and the wonders of the outside world. All 
the aspects of nature, the stars, the sun, the wind, the 
storms and seasons; the birds and beasts, the trees and 
1 flowers, have been sources of inspiration. Just which 
I 
1 elements of the natural. world a poet makes most use of is 
1 
determined by his · environment. A city dweller will not 
l have the same intimate knowledge of the birds, the wild 
I 
1 animals, the beasts on the farm, the effects of natural · 
phenomena on crops, and alL the rest, that a . countryman 
' will possess. Moreover, the particular type of country in 
which a man has spent his early years will .have a certain 
effect both upon his character, and upon his writings, if 
he chances to be a poet. Jeremiah was born and reared in 
Anathoth. •Anathoth, which still keeps its ancient name 
'Anata' is a little village not four miles north-north-east 
of Jerusalem, upon the first of the rocky shelves by which 
the central range of Palestine declines through desert to 
4 
----- --- .---
the valley of the Jordan. The village is hidden from the 
I main road between Jerusalem and the North, and lies on no 
I 
cross-road to the East. One of its influences on the 
spirit of its greatest son was its exposure to the East 
and the Desert. The fields of Anathoth face the sunrise 
1 and quickly merge into the falling wilderness of Benjamin • 
••• The descending foreground with no shelter against the 
hot, desert winds, the village herds straying into the 
wilderness, the waste and crumbling hills shimmering in 
the heat, the open heavens and the far line of tne Gilead 
highlands, the hungry wolves from the waste, and tne lions 
from the jungles of Jordan are all reflected in Jeremiah's 
poems."l 
One is struck almost at once,in reading the 
book of Jeremiah,by his references to the desert. Wnen 
upbraiding his people for their desertion of God, who, as 
he remi.nds them, has always cared for them with abundant 
kindness, he asks, speaking for God.: 
"Have I been a desert to Israel 
or a land of gloom?"2 
The hot winds from the desert were well known 
to, and apparent.ly dreaded by Jeremiah or he would not 
have likened a punishment to them: 
"At that time this people and 
Jerusalem shall be told: 
'A hot blast blows from the desert 
on my country-folk, 
1~ George Adam Smith, Jeremiah. p. 6?-68. 
2. Jeremiah. 2:31. Moffatt's translation, and so through-
out unless otherwise indicated. 
5 
No breeze to winnow and to cleanse, 
but a wild, tearing wind; 
for now I sentence them. '"1 
When he wants to describe graphically t~e 
results of destruction he uses the figure of the desert: 
"I look out -lo, the corn-land lies a desert 
the town~ all razed by the Eternal's rage."2 
"Who is in the Eternal's confidence to know 
why the country is so ruined, 
like a desert waste untravelled?"3 
"I will reduce you to a desert 
like a town untenanted."4 
"The very lions leave their lairs 
for the land is now a desert, 
under the stress of the sword, 
the furious wrath of the Eternal."5 
The man who does not turn to God for aid, but 
relies on his own strength 
"is like some _desert scrub 
that never thrives, 
set in a dry place in the steppes, 
in a salt. and solitary land ... 6 
In a land where water is not over plentiful 
at the bes.t of times a drought is something to be greatly 
feared. Jeremiah evidences this when he describes a 
drought as a punishment sent upon Israel for her sins. 
The passage is too long to quote in full, but the first 
two verses give a vivid picture: 
.. A wail goes up from Jerusalem; 
Judah is woebegone, 
the citizens cower 
and sit in black on the ground; 
the nobles send out slaves for water 
but they find none in the reservoirs, 
----------------~~~~--~~--~-------1~ Jeremiah, 4:11-12 6. Ibid. 17:6 
2. Ibid. ·4:26 
3~ ~ 9:12 
4. ~ 22:6 
5, " 25:38 
6 
--------------- --- - -- ·-~--
and come back with empty pitchers, 
disappointed and dumbfounded."l 
The desert and the drought were two things 
that Jeremiah could not help noticing and using by way of 
illustration, but there were many other aspects of nature 
that did not escape his observant eye and poetic mind. 
The approach of an enemy, the wrath of God and his al-
mighty power, make him think of storms and earthquakes: 
"The foe comes up like driving clouds, 
his chariots like a hurricane."2 
"Here is the Eternal's .. storm of fury, 
a sweeping cyclone 
bursting on sinful heads."3 
"But the Eternal is the real God, 
a living God, an everlasting King; 
Earth trembles when he rages ••.••• 
When he thunders the heavens are in t umult; 
he makes mists rise from the ends of the earth, 
he flashes lig!l.tning through the rain, 
and brings wind from his storehouses."4 
He likens the din of the approaching foe to 
the •roaring sean5, and in the sand that bounds tne sea he 
finds evidence of God's power and care: 
"I set the s.ands ·to bound the deep, 
a barrier no breakers shall o'erleap; 
the sea may toss, but it cannot prevail, 
the waves may roar, but they cannot 
reach further."6 
The seasons, the rain, the snow and the hoar-
frost furnish him with further illustrations from nature: 
"Come, let us fear the Eternal our God, 
viho sends the rain in spring and autumn due 
and brings our harvest i .n its season true."? 
-
--
? 
-- --- --- ~ .----
1. Jeremiah. 14:2-3 5. Ibid. 6:23 
2~ Ibid. 4:13 6. " 5:22 
3. " 30:23 ?. ft 5:24 
4. " 10:10-13 
I 
"Summer is over, the harvest is ended 
with nothing to keep us alive."l 
"Does hoar-frost ever leave Mount Sirion 
or snow Lebanon? 
Do col~reams from the hills 
ever run dry? 
And yet my people have forgotten me 
and sacrificed to no-gods:"2 
Jeremiah's keen and accurate observation did 
not stop with the inanimate elements of the outside world, 
but extended to the living creatures, birds, wild and tame 
beasts, flocks and herds. His poetry abounds in analogies, 
! similes, and metaphors drawn from these sources. When he 
I 
1 wanted to make it very plain how heedless the people were 
I 
1 of God's words and commands he said: 
I 
"The very stork .· of the air 
knows w~en to migrate, 
the dove, the swift, the crane 
keep to the time of their coming; 
but my people never heed 
the Eternal's ruling."3 
1 In his solitary walks about the country or in the desert 
I 
I 
~ he had been quick to notice the wild life about him, and 
his retentive memory stored away all the observations for 
future use. Thus, one day he saw a vulture, circling and 
swoopir~ over some carrion, a~d later when he was proph-
esying the approach of the enemy upon sinful Israel he 
said: 
1. 
2. 
3~ 
"The foe comes up like driving clouds, 
his chariots like a hurricane, 
his horses swifter than a vulture's swoop."4 
Jeremiah, 
Ibid, 
.. 
' 4. .. 
8:20 
18:1.4 
8:7 
4:13 
I 
8 
That he was familiar with the habit of snaring birds wn ich 
some men had is shown in the following: 
~For rogues are to be found among my fo l k, 
Who set snares to trap their fellows ; 
like cages filled with birds 
their houses are full of swindling ga ins.•l 
The nearness of Jeremiah's abode t o the j un-
gles of the Jordan gave. him opportunity to both see and 
hear the wild beasts that lived therein, and tney too 
furnished him with images for his poetry. Lions must have 
been numerous for he frequently mentions them. Israel 
been so foolish and wicked tha t even 
"Young lions roar at him, 
growling aloud; 
they lay his land desolate, 
empty of inhabitants."2 
So rebellious was Israel that 
"In vain I struck your citizens, 
they would not 'be corrected; 
the sword devoured your prophets 
like a lion, a. man-eater, 
but fear you would not, 
would not heed the word of the Eterna l."3 
The Scythians who. threatened t h e peace of Israel are 
likened to a lio.n: 
"The Lion is up from his lair, 
the havoc of n~tions; 
he has broken loose, he strides ahead 
to harry the earth."4 
The destruction of t h ose who k new the relig ion of t h eir 
God but did not follow it is described as follows: 
1~ 
2~ 
3. 
4. 
"So a lion from the jungle shall slay them, 
a wolf from the steppes; 
a leopard shall prowl around t heir towns, 
---· ---------- -----------
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
5:26-27 
2 : 15 
2:30 .. 
.. 4:7 other references to lions, 5:6,12:8 
25:38 
9 
till he who ventures out is torn in pieces; 
for they have sinned repeatedly 
and lapsed over and again.~l 
A familiar statement that is frequently used when one feels 
that it is futile to expect a change for the better in any-
body or anything comes from the pen of Jeremiah: 
"Can a negro change his skin? 
· Can a leopard change his spots? 
As soon can you do right, 
so accustomed to do wrong:•2 
In his wanderings through the countryside 
Jeremiah had seen villages deserted by men but inhabited 
by beasts, especially jackals. When he prophesied the 
destruction of Jerusalem he could think of no way to make 
the picture of her destruction more plain than to compare 
it with the villages he had seen, so he said: 
"Jerusalem I will turn into a heap of ruins, 
a mere haunt for jackals." 
"Judah's townships are to turn to waste, 
a haunt for jackals. "3 
In the following quotation he paints another dismal and 
heart-rending picture of devestation using as figures the 
birds and beasts of prey: 
"Do I count my heritage a carcase 
torn by hyenas, 
that the vultures gather round her? 
Go and gather all the wild beasts, 
bring them to devour her."4 
Not only wild animals but reptiles come into 
Jeremiah's poetry: 
1~ 
2~ 
3. 
4. 
"Yes, I am sending you serpents, 
snakes that none can charm 
.Jeremiah. 5:6 
Ibid. 13:22 
" 
9:11, 10:22 
" 
12:9 
10 
----~----~ . ------------- --- -
.•. -- ----- -- - -----
and they shall bite you, 
declares the Eternal.~l 
.Jeremiah was nothing if not plain spbken ·and 
he drew his illustrations from all available sources. The 
' tame animals, camels, horses, lambs, asses, cattle in 
general, all were grist to the mill of his poetry. 
"How dare you say, 'I am not stained, 
I have not sought the Baals'? 
Look at your life in the valley, 
think how you have carried on; 
You are a swift young camel 
that doubles on her tracks, 
a heifer running wild in the wold 
heated with passion."2 
~•r gave them their fill and they turned to vice. 
they were at home in a harlot's house-
pampered horses. lusty stallions, 
neighing each for his neighbors wife~ 
Must I not punish them for that'? 
the Eternal asks?n3 
Not very refined and elegant imagery, but drawn from the 
life about him and plainly intelligible t .o his hearers. 
The same is true of the passage in which he describes the 
end of Jehoiakim, the unworthy son of a worthy father: 
~There shall be no lamenting for him 
as men lament, 'My Lord,' 'His Majesty'• 
As an ass is buried shall he be buried, 
haled along, hurled outside the gates.M4 
The shepherds and their flocks have always 
been a part of the life of Palestine and to practically 
every poet in the Bible they have been a souree of poetic 
imagery. 
"Baal worship has always devoured 
1~ 
2~ 
3. 
4. 
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
" 
.. 
8:17 
2:23-24 
5:8 
22:19 
11 
------------T------------------------------
the fruit of our fathers' toil, 
their flocks and herds, 
their sons and daughters."! 
"I bring a nation on you from afar •••• 
they shall devour your harvest and your food, 
your flocks and your herds. •2 
"Yet shepherds grim are bringing flocks 
and pitching tents ~round 
as though they owned the ground."3 
~Mine eyes must stream with tears 
for the Eternal's flock 
borne off to exile."4 
Cultivation of the vine was a common occu-
pation in the days of Jeremiah, so it is only natural 
that it should furnish him with figures for his poetry. 
He often compares Israel to a vine: 
1, 
2, 
3. 
4, 
5. 
"Yet I planted you a noble vine . 
of noble stock; 
And what foul thing you have turned, 
a vine degenerate:5 
"Get in among her vines and ravage them! 
Strip off her branche.s- they are not the 
Eternal's. 
For Israel's house and Judah's house 
have been full fai thles.s to hia. "6 
"Go over what is left of Israel's vineyard 
scan her as a gardener scans twig after twig; 
is there a man that I can warn 
and make him listen?"? 
--- ---·- ------ -
.Jeremiah. 
Ibid, 
3:24 
5:15, 17 
6:3 
13:17. 
Ibid. 
tt 
5:10-11 
6:9-10 .. 
" 
.. 2:21 
other refs. 13:20, 23:1-4, 25:34-37 
31:10-24, 49:19-20, 50:6,17, 
12 
13 
--------------------
2. Life and Activities about him. 
Jeremiah's eyes were open not only to the 
natural world, the birds and beasts, but also to the vil-
lage life and the various activities about him. Weddings 
were always celebrated by the Hebrews with grea t ceremony 
and rejoicing; they were something familiar to everyone 
and something that meant joy and gladness. Therefore 
1 when Jeremiah wanted to impress his hearers, or readers, 
with a sense of the completeness of the impending doom he 
placed it over against the gaiety of a wedding: 
"For thus declares the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel. 
'Before your eyes and in your day 
I banish from this place 
the sound of mirth and gladness, 
the voice of bridegroom and of bride.'"l 
Again, by way of contrast he says: 
•can a girl forget her trinkets 
or a bride her sash, 
and yet my people have forgotten me 
days without number."2 
Whether in joy or in sorrow the Hebrew ex-
pressed himself with abandon, so it was that there were 
professional mourners whose business it was in ~mes of 
\ grief to keep the wailing and lamenting going a t a high 
pitch. To Jeremiah the doom that he foresaw for his sin-
ful country was indeed an occasion worthy of mourning: 
"Listen, call _the mourning women 
call them to camel 
Send for those well skilled in dirges 
call them quick to come: 
1. Jeremiah. 161Q 
2. Ibid. 2:32 
to raise a coronach over us, 
till our own eyes run down with tears 
and floods gush from our eyelids."! 
The customs that go with mourning are mentioned in other 
passages: 
"Gird on sackcloth, my daughter, my people, 
sprinkle yourself with ashes."2 
"Throughout the land both high and low snall die, 
and all unburied lie, 
wtth none to lament or gash themselves, 
or cut their hair for them, 
with none to press the mourners to take food 
on their account, 
with none to hand a cup of comfert 
for a father's or a mother's death."3 
In the village of Anathoth there were, doubt-
less, the potter, the workers in metal and sto ne, a s well 
as the farmer.. Bnt if Jeremiah had not seen them there 
he had, of course, done so in Jerusalem, and all of these 
acti vi ti_es found a place in his writings. Tne lesson he 
derived from watching the potter at his wheel is given to 
us in prose, not in po.etry(lB:l-6), but it is, none the 
less, an example or" Jeremiah's keen observation and of 
his poetic ability to see in t erms of analogies. 
Particularly int eresting is the poetic pas-
sage which uses the metal worker as its basis: 
"'I have made you an assayer for my folk, 
to learn and to assay their life-
rebellious creatures, all of them, 
slandering me up and down: 
Base metal, all of them, wholly depraved.' 
The bellows make a blast, 
the fire consumes the lead; 
9:17-18 1. 
2. 
3. 
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
" 
6:26 
16:6-7. 
I 
Other refs. tc mourning:7: 29,8:19-22 
I 
I 
14 
but vain it is to smelt them, 
for the slag cannot be purged away. 
Refuse silver is their name, 
for the Eternal refuses to have them."l 
The word of God is compared to the hammer of a stone 
I worker: 
~Is not my word like fire, 
like a hammer that shatters stone?"2 
The sowing, reaping and winnowing of tne f armer 
often make very good figures for Jeremiah's purposes: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
"Break up the fallow ground, 
never sow among thorns."3 
"Wneat they sow and thorns they reap, 
plenty of pains and no profit."4 
"No breese to winnow or to cleanse, 
but a wild, tearing wind."5 
"I winnow them with a sieve 
in all their townships."6 
Jeremiah. 7:27-30 5. Ibid. 4:13 
Ibid. 23:29 6. " 15:17 
" 4:3 
" 12:13 
---- -
15 
B. Poetic Creation. 
1. The desires and emotions the basis of poetic creation. 
It has been said (p.2) that poetry arises from 
a mood of dissatisfaction, from a desire to create some-
thing better than what is. The emotions always accompany 
the desires, and in proportion to the strength of the 
desires is the strength of the emotion. Jex·emiah had deep 
desires for his people, for their integrity, for their 
loyalty to God, and in so far as they failed to measure 
up to his hopes and wishes for them, just so deep were the 
emotions of despair, sadness, anguish, even anger, that 
their failure aroused in him. All these rested back on 
1 his love for his people, and on his faith in God. His 
extensive use of nature implies a certain delight in it, 
but he spends no time in directly voicing the joy he may 
have felt in the beauty of the natural wovld. Let us 
turn to his poetry and see what expression he gives to 
his emotions. 
2. Emotions expressed by Jeremiah. 
His indictment of Judah in chapter two runs 
the gamut of emotional expression. He begins by descri-bing 
the love and devotion of Judah for God in her -bridal days: 
then he suddenly compares that with the present faithless- . 
ness of the people, and in despair he says: 
~Has any nation ever changed its gods(gods that 
are no gods)? 
16 
But my people have changed their Glory 
for a useless thingl 
Well may the heavens be appalled and shudder; 
for my people h ave done double wrong, 
they have. forsaken me, the reservoir 
of fresh water, 
and hewn out cisterns for themselves, 
leaky cisterns that can hold no water.~l 
His despair turns to anger and he asks: 
"the men of Memphis and of Daphne 
strip you to be slaves; 
have you not brought this on yourselves 
by abandoning your God?"2 
.After the outburst of righteous anger he indulges in a 
little sarcasm: 
~They have turned their backs to me 
and not their faces; 
And yet they cry when trouble comes, 
'Arise and save us~' 
But where are your gods, 
the gods you made for yourself? 
Let .them arise to save you, 
if they can, in trouble:"3 
That his anguish sprang from his love is well 
shown in the following: 
1. 
2~ 
3. 
4. 
"I thought that I would treat you like a son. 
and give you a delightful land, 
the fairest heritage of any nation. 
I thought that you would call me Father, 
and never turn away from me. 
But as a wife betrays her husband for her lover, 
so you have betrayed me, 0 house of Israel, 
says the Eternal."4 
"O my heart, my heart! it writhes~ 
Oh how it throbs~ 
my soul is moaning, 
- I cannot hold my peace, 
for I hear the blare of trumpets 
and the battle cry •.•• 
My people are senseless 
they care not for the Eternal; 
.Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
2: ll-14 
2:16-17 
2:27b-28a 
3:1.9-20 
17 
dolts of a household, 
devoid of understanding, 
they know how to do wrong, 
but they have no mind to do right.~l 
•My sorrow is past healing, 
my heart is sick within me. 
Look at my poor people 
moaning far and wide-
'Is the Eternal not in Sion? 
Has her King left her? 
Summer is over, the harvest is ended 
with nothing to keep us alive!' 
My poor people, they are broken, 
and I am broken-hearted; 
I go a-mourning. seized with dismay. 
Surely Gilead has balsam! 
Surely there are healers there! 
Then why does not my poor people 
get healing for their wounds? 
Oh, that my head were waters, 
mine eyes a fount of tears, 
that I might weep all day and night 
for the slain of my poor people."2 
Jeremiah's anguish was equalled only by the 
wrath he was constrained to express over the sins and back-
sliding of the people. All wickedness was to be abhorred, 
"But, if possible, even more abhorrent to God than these 
sins against domestic and civic piety in themselves, is 
the fact that they are committed in the ve~y face of His 
Love and def:!pi te all its pleadings. With Jeremiah as wj. th 
· Hosea the sin against l 0ve is the most hopeless and un-
pardonable, and this people have sinned it to the utmost. 
Hence most deeply springs the wrath of the Lord, a wrath 
. 
on which Jeremiah broods and explodes more frequently and 
fiercely than any other prophet.~3 
"Is there a man whom I can warn, 
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and make him listen? 
No, this people's ears are stopped, 
they will not heed me. 
Why, the Eternal's word is. a disgust to them 
and no delight. 
So I am pent up with my wrath, 
weary of holding it in, 
Vent it I must on children in the street, 
on gatherings of young men; 
husband and wife shall be seized togeth er, 
old folk and middle aged. 
Their houses shall be turned over to s t rangers, 
thei.r wives along with their lands. 
For high and l ow alike are all greedy for gain; 
prophet and priest alike are all decei t f ul, 
treating the wounds of my people 
slightly and lightly, 
saying 'all's well, all's well' 
when all is not well. 
Are they not ashamed at their abominable deeds? 
Not they, they know not how to blush. 
Therefore t a ey &lall fall among the fallen, 
collapsing •hen I punish them 
says the Eternal.•! 
Jeremiah saw evidences in nature of God's 
care and power and he expressed a sense of awe and wonder 
in the face of it: 
MProclaim this to the house of Jacob, 
announce it within Judah: 
'Listen, you foolish, senseless folk, 
with eyes that see not, 
with ears that hear not, 
will you _not fear me: says t h e Eternal, 
'will you not tremble at my presence~ 
I set the sands to bound the deep, 
a barrier no breakers shall o'erleap, 
the sea may toss but it cannot prevail, 
the waves may roar, bpt they 
cannot reach further!"2 
Confidence in God is beautifully expressed in 
the following, and delight in nature is implied: 
"Happy is he who relies on the Eternal, 
with the Eternal for his confidence: 
1. Jeremiah. 6:11-16. other refs. to wrath: 4:8,26; 
25 : 15; 30 : 24 
1 2. Ibid. 5 : 20-22 
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He is like a tree planted beside a stream, 
reaching its roots to the water; 
untouched by any fear of scorching heat, 
its leaves are aver green; 
it goes on bearing fruit in days of drought 
and lives serene."! 
~You once were called to be 
a lovely, spreading olive-tree.~2 
"Where is the flock entrusted to your charge, 
that flock so fair?"3 
A more detailed treatment of Jeremiah's crea-
tive imagination will be given in Chapter Three when the 
structure of his poetry is discussed; and in that chapter 
also, we shall consider Jeremiah in the light of the third 
characteristic of a poet, that of Singer. 
With what we have already learned concerning 
the elements of Jeremian•s temperament,- his keenness of 
observation, his sensitiveness to life about him, the 
depth and quality of the emotions he displayed,- let us 
turn to a study of his Call to Prophecy and see what fur-
ther aspects of his temperament that reveals and what the 
interaction between them was. 
1. Jeremiah. 
2. Ibid. 
3. " 
17:7-8 
11:16 
13:20 
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Chapter II. The Nature and Consequences of his Call as 
determined in part by his Temperament. 
A. Characteristics that made the Call possible. 
If we are correct in the foregoing delineation 
of Jeremiah's temperament we may infer from it the poss-
ession of two other characteristics that are nearly always 
found in men who are keenly aware of life in all ita as-
pects, a.nd whose emotions have a strong hold upon them. 
These characteristics are: sensitiveness and introspection. 
Without these qualities he would hardly have heard the call 
: that made him a prophet, for he would not have been affec-
; 
I 
I ted by the problems about him. 
I 1. Sensitiveness. 
"It is the sensitive nature, for wh ich things 
are unendurable and unintelligible, that sees and reads 
the problem true. He, of all men, has the best chance to 
know, for he feels the irreconcilable elements tnat other 
men miss, and cannot rest with them in a peace that is no 
peace."l 
Jeremiah's sorrow and despair concerning his 
people reached a point where it seemed as if he could no 
! longer bear it, as if he must go aw~ somewhere and try to 
forget it, and he cried out: 
"Oh, that I were in the wolds 
at a khan for wayfarers~ 
For fain would I forsake my people 
and be quit of them."2 
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It may have seemed to the people of his day 
that he was a hard and _ contentious man, sharp of tongue 
and sarcastic. He no doubt did have a hasty temper, was 
easily provoked, and had a proclivity for provoking others; ; 
but it was, nevertheless, one of the tragedies of Jeremiah's 
life that his sensitive spirit often quivered and suffered 
in the deliverance of his message. He snows both his real-
ization of his shortcomings and also his sensitiveness 
when he says: 
MAlas, my motherl you have borne me 
to clash and quarrel with all the world. 
I never lent, I never borrowed money 
and yet all curse me .... ~ 
Am I of iron to withstand them? 
Can my streng~~ hold out?"l 
I
, At.anot~er time the mockery and enmity of his 
, fellow men str~ke n~m to the heart and he cries out: 
•I am tired of this, 
so tired I cannot -bear it any longer; 
at every turn I am in terror, 
for I hear many whispering, 
'Denounce him, let us denounce him. ' 
My friends are on the watch for a false step; 
'Perhaps' they whisper, 'he will make a slip, 
and then we have him, then fpr our revenge~"2 
2. Introspection. 
Along with this sensitiveness to both national 
and personal problems went the tendency to meditate upon 
them. "He is given to introspection. and life with many 
moods lacks ease •••• He turns things over and over: 
'--------,---------+-------------~-------- --- --
1~ .Jeremiah. 
2. Ibid. 
15:10,12. 
20: 9b-10. 
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~Thy words were found and I did eat them, 
and thy words were unto me a joy, 
and the rejoicing of mine heart; 
for I am called by thy name, 
0 Lord of hosts."l 
He looks into the mind of man and is shocked 
, by what he finds: 
! 
"Deep is a manls mind, deeper than all else. 
on evil bent; who can fathom it. 
'I the Eternal,search the mind, 
I test the heart, 
rewarding every man as he has lived, 
and as his deeds deserve.'"2 
"Then heal me, 0 Eternal, and I shall be healed, 
save me, and I shall be saved; 
for it is thou to whom I render praise."3 
He meditates on his own life and wishes he 
had never been born: 
"Cursed be the day 
when I was born, 
unblessed the day 
my mother bore me! 
Cursed be the man 
who told my father, 
crying, 'A son is born to you! ' 
and giving him joy .•.• 
Why did I ever leave the womb, 
only for toil and trouble, 
only to wear out my life with shame."4 
B. The Call. 
1. How it came and its content. 
A man with a sensitive and meditative temper-
ament is not one who usually desires :prominence, and yet, 
as was the case with Jeremiah, he is often the one who is 
forced into it by the very qualities that make him shrink 
from it, paradoxical as that may be. To Jeremiah, the 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
T. R. Glover, op.cit. p.28- translation as he gives it 
Jeremiah. 18:9 from Jeremiah 15:16. 
Ibid. 18:14 
" 20:14, 15,18. 
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quiet, thoughtful poe ·t, living in the little vi llage of 
Anathoth, came a call that must have been as astounding 
as it was unwelcome. As has been indicated he was well 
aware of the rottenness of contemporary life- tne faith-
lessness of his people, the prophesying of peace by false 
prophets when the nearer and nearer approach of danger 
from nations to the North ought to have warned Judah of 
impending trouble. He saw it ~but no one else saw it. 
Poor and great alike are under delusion, false to God, 
'I false to one another, ·delusion has come upon them. "1 
"The prophets prophesy falsely, 
tpe priests rule at their beck and call, 
and my people love to have it so."2 
In the midst of .such a situation Jeremiah heard the· voice 
of Go'd speaking to him: 
"This word from the Eternal came to me: 
'Before I formed you in the womb I chose you; 
ere ever you were born I set you apart; I 
have appointed you a prophet to the nations. '"3 
2. Jeremiah's response to the Call. 
When Isaiah heard the voice of God saying: 
"Whom shall I send? 
Wno will go for us? 
He replied: 
"Here am I, send me."4 
He accepted his mission eagerly, but Jeremiah shrank from 
the appointment and protested saying: 
"Ah, but, 0 Lord Eternal, I cannot speak, I am 
too young!"5 
1. T. R. Glover. op.cit. p. 32. 
2~ Jeremiah 5:32 
3. Ibid. 1:4-5 
4. Isaiah. 6 ~ 8 
5 • J er emi ah 1 : 6 
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In spite of the fact that he had been giving 
· poetic expression to his thought for some years his reply 
to God was that he could not speak. But it is probable 
that the stupendous task to which God called him, to be a 
prophet to the nations in those troublous times, made him 
feel that no poetic gift was sufficient for the fulfilment 
of the prophetic work that was demanded of him. In res-
ponse to his shrinking protest God said: 
"'Say not you are too young; to whomsoever I send 
you shall you go, and whatever I command you shall 
you speak. Be not afraid at the sight of t n em, 
for I am with you to succor you.' Tne Eternal 
said it. And then the Et_ernal put out his hand 
to touch my mouth; the Eternal said to me: 'There! 
I have put my words into your mouth; here and now , 
I give you authority over nations and kingdoms, to l 
tear up, to break down, to shatter, to pull down, 
to build up and to plant. '"1 
So Jeremiah was started on his career and "he was a pro-
jectile, fired upon a hostile world with a force not his 
own, and on a mission from which, from the first, ~is 
gifts arid affections recoiled and against which he con-
tinued to protest."2 
3. Personal consequences of the Call. 
If Jeremiah had been allowed to remain in 
Anathoth and be a rural poet, a singer to his people, he 
would still have had a tempestuous disposition, but there 
probably would not have been so many occasions for the 
breaking out of the tempest as there were in his career 
as a prophet. His Call did not change his temperament 
1~ 
2. 
Jeremiah. 1:7-10. 
George Adam Smith. op.cit. p. 317. 
26 
--- - ~- ------------'!-------
but it intensified it; it laid him open to experiences 
! I that stirred up all the warring elements in his nature, 
I 
j and made him be and do what he did not want to. So he has 
I debates with God and strife with men. 
I a. Debates with God. 
I 
I 
He complains to God for having called him to 
be a prophet: 
•Eternal One, thou didst persuade me 
and I let myself be persuaded! 
Thou wast too strong for me, 
I had to yield. 
Now all day long I am a laughing stock; 
men all deride me; 
for uttering the Eternal's word 
day after day 
I am taunted and insulted. 
If I say I will not mention it, 
I will not speak in his name any more, 
then I feel within me as it were 
a fire that burns my very being. 
I am tired of this, so tired 
I cannot bear it any longer."l 
Then, after all tha t, his confidence in and loyalty to God 
return and he says: 
•Ah, but I have the Eternal on my side, 
a dread and doughty championJ 
My persecutors shall collapse 
and miss their aim; 
bitter shall be their shame 
over their failure, 
a lasting shame to them, 
never to be forgotten."2 
I 
Called, as he was, against his will, and com-
,missioned to do a work from which his inclinations recoiled, 
1and yet into which he put his whole soul, moved thereto 
lby the force within him, he was frequently ~~~et ~-~ __ _ 
11. Jeremiah. 20:7-10 
j2• Ibid. 20:11 
clash of emotions that made him burst out into wild and 
seemingly contradictory words: 
"Alas, my mother! you have borne me 
to clash and quarrel with all the world! 
I never lent, I never borrowed money, 
and yet all men curse me! 
Amen to their curses, 0 Eternal, 
if ever I failed to pray to thee 
for the welfare of my foes~ 
in disaster and distress. 
Am I of iron to withstand them? 
Can my strength hold out? 
Eternal One thou knowest me. 
r6Ill.ember me, look after me; 
take vengeance for me on my persecutors, 
strike instantly in anger; 
remember, 'tis for thy sake I am taunted 
by creatures who despise thy word. 
But I delight in it, my very soul 
thrills at thy word; 
for I belong to thee, 
0 thou Eternal, God of hosts. 
I never joined the jesting band, 
I never rioted; 
I sat alone under thy hand, 
sharing all thine indignation. 
Why then, de I suffer ceaselessly, 
why does my wound fester? 
Wilt thou really disappoint me 
like a stream that runs dry?"l 
He next tells us, quite naively, what God said 
by way of rebuke for this tirade: 
~This was the Eterna l's answer: 
'If you will give up murmuring 
I will restore you to my service; 
if you will purify yourself f r om 
passion's dross 
then you shall be my spokesman. 
Let other men come over to your side, 
but go not over to join them. · 
I will make you a rampart of a fort 
to resist this people, 
they shall attack you but not master you, 
for I am with you to succor you; 
1. Jeremiah. 15:10-18. 
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I will deliver you from evil men and 
from the clutches of the cruel."l 
In the foregoing Jeremiah asks why he should 
suffer ceaselessly. He had been brougtLt up in the belief 
. that the good prosper and tne wicked come to grief, but 
!experience was teaching him the fallacy of that belief and 
so he proceeds to argue the matter with God: 
"Thou art always in the right, Eternal One, 
when I complain to thee; 
yet I would argue this with thee-
Why do bad men prosper?· 
Why are scoundrels secure and serene?· 
Thou plantest them and they take root, 
they flourish, yes they bear· fruit; 
thou art always on their lips, 
but far, far from their hearts. 
Eternal One, thou knowest me, 
hast proved how true is my heart to thee; 
drag them away like sheep 
to the slaughter. 
reserve them for their day of doom."2 
b. Strife with men. 
Not only did Jeremiah debate with God, but he 
had almost continual strife with men. It was inevitable 
that he should, for human nature was no different then 
from what it is now, and men have always hated to hear 
the truth about themselves, individually or collectively. 
Sc it is not surprising that a plot to get rid of Jeremiah 
as hatched up by the men of Anathoth. Jeremiah himself 
tells us that it was not successful and vihy: 
• 
• 
~The Eternal lets me know their plot, 
I see wha t they are doing! 
I was like a trustful lamb 
Jeremiah. 15:19-21 
Ibid. 12:1-3 
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I 
led out to be slaughtered; 
I knew not of their plot 
to cut me down in my full bloom, 
to cut me out of the land of the living, 
that my very name might be forgotten. 
All, but, 0. thou Eternal, thou just judge, 
testing the ve~y heart and mind• 
I shall see thee take vengeance on them. 
for I have told thee of my plight. 
'This then is the Eternal's sentence on the men 
of Anathoth who seek your life saying- you must 
not prophesy in the name of the Eternal, else 
you die at our hands- this is what the Lord of 
hosts has to say: 
I will punish them, 
their young men shall be put to the sword, 
their sons and daughters •hall perish by famine, 
not one survivor shall be left to them, 
for I will bring disaster on the men of Anathoth 
in the year fixed for their punishment. '"1 
As is to be expected in a man of the temper-
ament of Jeremiah the feeling of hate for those who sought 
his life was very strong, and his expression of it was 
not veiled by pleasant sounding words: 
flNote them, 0 Eternal, 
listen to my foes: 
Is good to be repaid by evil? 
They have dug a pit to take my life, 
men for whom once(remember) I interceded, 
pleading in thy presence 
to avert thy wrath from them! 
Leave their children to fall by famine, 
throw them to the sword! 
May their wives be childless and widows, 
their men die by the pestilence, 
their young men be slain in war! 
Let shrieks arise from their homes, 
when suddenly thou bringest 
the raiders upon them! 
For they have dug a pit to capture me, 
and hidden traps to catch my feet. 
But, 0 Eternal, well thou knowest 
all their murderous moves against me; 
never pardon their iniquity, 
never blot out their sin; 
1. Jeremiah. 11:18-23. 
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trip them till they crash before thee, 
deal with them in thy day of anger."l 
Such vindictiveness of spirit is not agree-
able to us of a later day, but Jeremiah was a sorely 
tried man, and the vigor and frankness of his expression 
were not only in keeping with his temper~1ent, but also 
quite in ke~ping with the manners of his day. 
c. Faithful pursuance of his Call to the end. 
In spite of Jeremiah's reluctance to take up 
the work of prophecy, in spite of his arguments and debates 
I 
with God and his strife with men, he persevered to the 
bitter end in his efforts to save his people from the 
results of their faithlessness and perversity. His Call 
was strong and inescapable and it brought with it "the 
consciousness of God, and the sense of the all importance 
of the God-directed life- the contrast offered by the 
nation's indifference to God, their need of God and their 
danger- the summons to speak, coupled with re l uctance and 
a deep feeling of unfitness,- the growing, burning inev-
itableness of obedience- and somehow the conviction that 
God, who fills earth and heaven, who picks his man before 
he is born, must go with his messenger. Pain there will 
be1 endless conflict with the men of his nation, prop~et, 
priest and king, contumely, . stocks, d.ungeon- and, at last 
deportation- a long record of failure."2 
But even in the midst of exile in Egypt he 
1. Jeremiah. 18:19-23 
2. T. R. Glover. op.cit. p. 36. 
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speaks in no uncertain terms: 
"Therefore hear the word of the Lord all .Judah 
who are settled in the land of Egypt,-
By My great Name I swear, 
sai th the Lord, 
That My Name s~all no more be called 
By the mouth of a man of .Judah-
Saying, As liveth the Lord~.;r 
In all the land of Egypt, 
Lo, I am wakeful upon you 
For evil and not for good, 
And the remnant of .Judah shall know 
Whose is the word that shall stand." 
"These are the last words we have from him, and up to these 
last he is still himself-broken-hearted indeed, and dis-
appointed in the ultimate remnant of his people- but. still 
himself in his honesty, his steadfastness to the truth and 
his courage; still himself in his irony, his deliberateness 
and his confident appeal to tl1e future for the vindication 
of his word."l 
4. General consequences of his Call • 
. Jeremiah was a failure in his own day- that is, 
was a failure so far as achieving his own high hopes is 
, concerned. This may have been due in part to the asper-
1 
1 ities of his temperament. He was true, loyal, tender-
1 
, hearted, but he was not persuasive in speech or manner. He 
! often yearned over his people in words that showed tne 
depth of his love for them, but he also dealt them very 
harsh, verbal blows, and ti1ey, not understanding the man's 
1
nature- people never do understand that type of man in his 
1. George Adam Smith. op.cit. p. 315-316 with his trans-
lation of .Jeremiah 44:26,2?,28b. 
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own day and generation- resented his rough treatment of 
them. .Jeremiah acted in good faith and from nigh motives, 
if the people had done the same he would not have gone to 
his gra¥e a broken and disappointed man. There was fault 
on both sides, but the greater fault was not Jeremiah's. 
The perspective of years has given to Jeremiah 
the glory that he deserves. We of this later day can see 
the full significance of his Call, and can appreciate and 
admire and be inspired by the man whose poetic eloquence 
was exceeded only by his moral courage and his loyalty to 
the vision that God vouchsafed him. 
32 
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Chapter III. The Structure and Content of Jeremiah's 
Message as influenced and fashioned by his 
Poetic Spirit. 
A. The Structure of Hebrew Poetry. 
"In Hebrew poetry there are some principles 
about which no doubt exists. First- its dominant feature 
is Parallelism, Parallelism of Meaning, which though found 
in all human song, is carried through this poetry with a 
constancy unmatched in any other save the Babylonian. The 
lines of a couplet or a triplet of Hebrew verse may be 
Synonymous, that is identical in _meaning, or Supplementary 
and Progressive, or Antithetic. (Examples from the Psalms: 
0 Lo»d rebuke me not in thine anger, 
Neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. Ps.o:l. 
Yet I have set my king 
Upon my holy hill of Zion. Ps. 2:6 
The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, 
But the way of the ungodly shall perish. Ps.l:6) 
Second- this rhythm of meaning is wedded to a rhytl~ of 
sound which is achieved by the observance of a varying 
proportion between stressed or heavily accented syllables. 
and unstressed. That is clear even though we are unable 
to discriminate the proportion in every case, or even to 
tell whether there were fixed rules for it; tne vowel 
system of our Hebrew text being possibly different from 
what prevailed in ancient Hebrew. But on the whole it is 
probable that as in other primitive poetries t here were no 
exact or rigorous rules as to the proportion of beats or 
stresses in the single line. For the rhythm of sense is t 
the main thing- the ruling factor- and though the effort t 
express this in• equal or regularly proportioned lines is 
always perceptible, yet in the more primitive forms of 
poetry just as in some English folk-songs and ballads, the 
effort did not cons:tantly succeed. The art of t l1.e poet 
was not always equal to the strength of his passion or the 
length of his vision, or the urgency of his meaning. The 
meaning was the main thing and had to be beat out, even 
though to effect this was to make the lines irregular •••• 
"But there are other explanations of tne metri 
cal irregularities in the . traditional text of Hebrew poems 
which make it probable that these irregulaxi ties are often 
original and not always(as they sometimes are) t he blunders 
I 
of copyists. In all forms of Eastern art we trace the 
influence qf what ~e may call Symmetriphobia, an aversion 
to absolute symmetry which expresses itself in more or les 
arbitrary disturbances of the style or pattern of tne work 
~Further, the fact that poems such as we now 
deal with, were not composed in writing, but were sung or 
chanted is another proof of the possibility that the ir-
regularities in their metre are original."! 
B. The Structure of Jeremiah's. Poetry. 
1. His Metrical Form. 
"I am persuaded after close study of the text 
1. George Adam Smit·h. op.cit. p.33,34,35. For a differ-
ing view and a highly techmical discussion of Hebrew 
Rhythm see: Old Testament and Semitic Studies- in mem-
ory of W.R.Harper, Vol.I. Article by W.R.Arnold on;-
Rhythms of the Anqj._ ~n.t Hebrews. 
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i that, though Jeremiah takes most readily to t h e specific 
Q!nah metre, it is a gross and pedantic error to suppose 
1 that he confined himself to this, or that when it appears 
I 
: in our Book it is always to be read in the s~~e exact form 
without irregularities. The conclusion is reasonable that 
! this rural prophet, brought up in a country village and ad-
1dressing a people of peasants, used the same license with 
his metres that we have observed in o~~er poetries of his 
race. Nor is it credible that whatever the purpose of his 
message was- reminiscence, or dirge, or threat of doom or 
call to repent, or a didactic purpose- Jeremiah, throughout 
the very various conditions of his long ministry of forty 
years, employed but one metre and that only in its strict-
est form allowing of no irregularities~"! 
The normal ~inah rhythm of which Jeremiah 
makes extensive use has lines with alternately three and 
two accents each. The following passages are examples of 
this- the translation being tnat of George Adam Smith. 
"The troth of thy youth I remember, 
Thy love as a bride, 
Thy follow of me through the desert, 
The land unsown. 
Holy to the Lord was Israel, 
Of his income the firstling, 
All that would eat it stood guilty, 
Evil came on them."2 
"Can a maiden forget her adorning 
Or her girdle the bride? 
Yet me have my people forgotten 
Days without number. 
How fine hast thou fashioned thy ways 
1~ George Adam Smith. op.cit. p.39. 
2. Ibid. p. 44,45. (Jeremiah 2:2f.) 
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To seek after love! 
Thus 'twas thyself to(those)evils 
Didst train thy ways. 
Yea, on thy skirts is found blood 
Of innocent souls. 
Not only on felons(?}! find it, 
But over all these."l 
To believe that Jeremiah confined h i mself to 
the above metre regardless of tne mood he was in or the 
thought he wished to express would seem to be do ing vio-
lence to the originality and freedom of h is poetic spirit• 
and, as George Adam Smith has pointed out, does not accord 
with the general facts in regard to Hebrew poe t ry and dis-
position. The following are examples of irregularity i n 
metre. Some of the couplets are in ~fnah metre, but the 
1 first three lines are all short because t h ey are merely ex-
, clamations, in the first quotation: 
"Israel a slave! 
Or a house-born serf! 
Vlhy he for a prey"l· 
Against him the young lions roar, 
Give forth their voice, 
And his land they lay waste 
Burning and tenantless. 
Is not this being done thee 
For thy leaving of me?"2 
In another place a broken line is added to a r·egular verse 
and very effective it proves to be: 
"A voice in Ramah is heard, lamentation 
and bitterest weeping, 
Rachel beweeping her children 
and will not be comforted-
For they are not!"3 
Another irregularity of metre is a stanza of regular metre 
----------11---------------------------------
1. George Adam Smith. op.cit. p.45. (Jeremiah, 2:32) 
2. Ibid. p.4?. (Jeremiah, 2:14-17) 
3. " p.4?. ( " 31:15 ) 
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preceded or followed by a prose line of passionate appeal: 
"O generation look at the word of the Lord! 
Have I been a desert to Israel, 
Or a land of thick darkness? 
Why say my folk, We are off 
No more to meet thee?"l 
Sometimes a metre entirely different from the 
~lnah is used as is the case in the following where the 
lines have three accents each except in the last couplet: 
~Boast not the wise in his wisdom, 
Boast not the strong in his strength, 
Boast not the rich in his riches, 
But in this let him boast who would boast-
Me, the Lord, who work troth 
And justice and right upon earth, 
For in these I delight.•2 
Four accents in each line are found in tne couplet: 
"Lord, I know- not to man is his way, 
Not a man's to walk or settle his ·steps."3 
2. Examples of Parallelism. 
We have said(p.33)tnat the dominant feature 
of He brew poetry is parallelism of meaning, and that the 
three main types are Synonymous, Progressive or Supple-
1
mentary; and Antithetic. Let us see what some of the sam-
1ples that Jeremiah furnishes are. 
I 
a. Synonymous Parallelism. 
(1) "Your own wickedness will punish you. 
your apostasy will chastise you.n4 
( 2) "Cursed be the da:.! when I was born, 
Unblessed the day my mother bore me."5 
(3) .. Woe to him who builds his palace on injustice 
his chambers upon fraud; 
------------<1--------- ·-- - --------
1. George Adam Smith. op.cit. p. 47 (Jeremiah 2:31) 
2 . Ibid. p. 49. (Jeremiah 9:22-23) 
3. " p.49. ( n 10:23 ) 
4~ Je:remiah( Moffa t t's) 2: 19a. 
5. Ibid. 20:14. 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Vfuo forces other men to work for nothing 
holding back t.t1eir wages. ••1 
(4) "I feel like a drunken man 
like a man overcome by wine."2 
b. Supplementary or Progressive Parallelism. 
(1) "How can I pardon them 
for they have abandoned me 
and sworn by gods that are no gods."3 
(2) "A horrible thing, an appalling 
has happened in the land; 
the prophets prophesy falsely, 
the priests rule at their beck and call 
and my people love to have it so."4 
(3) "Woe to the rulers who ruin and scatter 
the flock that was theirs to shepnerd."5 
(4) "Like a sirocco will I scatter them 
in flignt before their foe; 
My back and not my face I turn to them 
upon their day of woe."6 
c. Antithetic Parallelism. 
( 1) 
( 2) 
"Has any nation ever changed its god(gods that 
are no gods)1 
But my people have changed their Glory 
for a useless thing."? 
"You may wash yourself with lye and plenty soan, 
but I see your sin of the deepest dye, 
says the Lord Eternal."8 
(3) "Can a girl forget her trinkets, or a bride 
her sash? 
And yet my people have forgotten me 
times without number."9 
(4) "We looked for peace 
but no good came; 
for an hour of healing 
and here is dismay."lO 
.Jeremiah. 22:13 6 • Ibid. 18:1? 
Ibid. 23:9b ?. II 2:11 
" 5:7a B. h 2:22 II 5:31 9. II 2:32 
II 23:]. LO. " 8:15 
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3. Poetic Imagination. 
The ability to see and feel resemblances and 
to be sensitive to the most abstruse likenesses is, perhap~ 
the most distinguishing mark of a poet. Poetic thought is 
associative, it links one idea, object or image with anothe 
and it often makes queer combinations out of common things. 
Symbolism is a result of tnis recognition of resemblances. 
The concrete becomes a symbol for the abstract-as, the 
anchor for hope, the cross for sacrifice. As the poet is 
always seeing new resemblances he is forever ex tending 
figurative expressions. 
a. Forms of ~oetic Expression. 
The Metaphor is the commonest figure in 
1 poetry, and. the most clearly poetic. It does not compare 
~wo objects, but names an imaginative fusion that has 
taken place in the mind of the poet, as, the sun is tne 
eye of heaven.(Shakespeare) 
The Simile connec~s the names of two objects 
with the word "like" or its equivalent. It is a deliber-
ate comparing by means of the understanding, rather than 
a fusion of the imagination, and so is more the language 
of prose than of poetry, though it becomes poetical if it 
represents a true imaginative fusion. The metaphor is the 
older and fundamental figure, for primitive man did not 
make conscious comparisons, he rather felt likenesses and 
ex res sed_ himsej..f. 1_ _ _ __ 
1. F. c. Prescott. op.cit. p. 215,221,225-229 . 
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The parable is usually in the form of prose, 
but it is essentially poetic in that it is figurative. 
ene subject is described by another subject that resembles 
it in properties or circumstances, and the reader is left 
to understand the meaning of the writer by the resemblance 
of the secondary to the primary supject. Its figurative-
ness gives it the element of poetry even though the ac-
tual form of expression is prose. 
b. Jeremiah's Use of Poetic Forms. 
In the vividness and concreteness of his 
figures, in his use of metaphor, simile and parable, 
Jeremiah reveals himself a true poet. "All(tne)everyday 
objects of his people's sight and hearing as they herded, 
ploughed, sowed, reaped or went to market in the city-
he brings them in simply and with natural ease as figures 
I of the truths he is enforcing. 
I uncouth, though in translation 
They are never bald or 
they may sometimes sound 
I 
so."l It is here that we find further evidence that Jere-
miah had the second of the three qualities that go to make 
up a poet, that of creative imagination- he was a Creator. 
(1) Metaphor. 
In a dry and desert country fresh water was 
something to be prized, and anyone who would not properly 
-
safeguard the reservoirs of fresh water would have been 
regarded as worse than foolish. The turning away of his 
1. ~eorge Adam Smith. op.cit. p. 54,55. 
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I people from God made Jeremiah think of men who would for-
I sake reservoirs of fresh water that they already had and 
lgo and hew out new cisterns that were so leaky they could 
I 
!not hold water. His use of a reservoir of fresh water to 
1 describe God makes one think of the 
l the "living water" in John 4:13-14. 
discourse of Jesus on 
In a splendid meta-
I 
Jphor Jeremiah says: 
I 
"Well may the heavens be appalled and shudder 
for my people have done double wrong, 
they have forsaken me, the reservoir of 
fresh water 
and hewn out cisterns for themselves, 
leaky cisterns that can hold no water."l 
An example of his very vivid poetic imagery 
is the following picture of impending destruction: 
~I look out on earth-lo, all is chaos, 
I look at heaven- its light is gone, 
I look out on the mountains- they are reeling, 
and all the hills are swaying~ 
I look out- lc, no man is to be seen, 
the very birds have flown! 
I look out- lo, the corn-land lies a desert 
the towns all razed by the Eternal's rage. 
For this is what the Eternal has decreed; 
'The land shall all be desolate. 
earth shall mourn over it, 
and heaven above wear black. '"2 
Fire has always been one of the favorite con-
!crete terms used to express abstract ideas. To Jeremiah 
I 
1the word of God that came to him was like fire in its 
irresistible consuming of all that was unworthy in him or 
1~ Jeremiah. 
2. Ibid. 
2:12-13 
4.:23- 28a. 
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I put my word into your mouth, Jeremiah, 
to be a fire, 
And I will make this people fuel to be burned.~l 
Jeremiah was a prophet of Doom- he could not 
help seeing the evil day for Israel that was going to come. 
le.nd he warned the people repeatedly, but such warnings 
jhave seldom been heeded in any age or place. Nations rush 
jheadlong to their fate, regardless of the words of the 
chosen few who are sent to sound the alarm. So it was 
lwith Jeremiah. In the following passage which is beauti-
,fully poetic in its spirit and expression, and poignant 
·in its sadness we read one of his many warnings to a 
' heedless nation: 
~Listen- it is the Eternal speaking-
be not too proud to hearken; 
do honor to the Eternal your God 
before the darkness falls, 
before your footsteps stumble 
on the twilight hills, 
before the gleam you look for 
turns to a dead gloom. 
If you will not listen 
then I must weep in secret for your pride, 
mine eyes must stream with tears 
for the Eternal's flock borne off to exile.~2 
In his poetic in~gination Jeremiah saw Israel 
jas an olive tree, a grape vine, a fi g tree, a thick sown 
, field, all flourishing 
/what was the reality'? 
and growing and bearing fruit. But 
I 
"You once were called to be 
a lovely. spreading olive tree; 
but it is blasted in a thunder-clap, 
its branches broken."3 
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
5:14. 
13:15-17. 
9:16. " 
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I 
"I will destroy them utterly, says the Eternal, 
for there are no grapes on that vine, 
no figs on that fig tree-
their leaf is fading."l 
"Though you were a flourishing Gilead 
of growth for me, 
a thick sown crest of Lebanon, 
I will reduce you to a desert, 
like a town untenanted."2 
1
we have said that a poet is a creator when he t r ies to 
I 
!remold what he sees and feels nearer to the heart's desire. ' 
,In the first quotation above we h ave a glimpse of this 
in Jeremiah. He saw, plainly enough, what Israel was in 
· reality, but he also saw what she ought to be, what he 
,wanted her to be, a people as fine and as flourishing as a 
"lovely, spreading olive tree", to him one of the most at-
tractive sights of the countryside. 
Perhaps the most severe and cutting of Jere-
miah's figures of speech is that in which he calls Koniah-
' 
the worthless son of Jehoiakim, kind of Judah, a "broken 
pot." It is not hard to understand that people with 
guilty consciences wanted to keep away from Jeremiah, for 
h is words, at times, had all the sting of a whip-lash: 
"What is this creature Koniah? 
W'nat but a broken pot, 
a vessel no one cares for; 
he is flung aside, 
tossed far into a foreign country."3 
(2) Simile. 
His poetry abounds in similes derived from 
.Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
" 
8:13 
22:6 
22:28 
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nature, from common activities, from customs and manners 
of the life about him. One of his favorite similes for the 
!faithless Israel is the harlot, suggested by Hosea, perhaps, 
but used in ways characteristic of Jeremiah: 
MLong ago you broke your yoke 
and snapped your harness, 
you said, 'I will not serve thee; ' 
and on every height, 
under every green tree, 
you wantoned like a harlot."l 
"You sat awaiting lovers by the roadside, 
like a nomad in the desert; 
you have pollutad the land 
with your harlotry and vice; 
your host of lovers 
has been a snare to you, 
and yet you were as brazen as a harlot, 
you would not blush for it."2 
He takes many similes from the natural world: 
"The foe comes up like driving clouds, 
his chariots like a hurrica.ne."3 
"Their din is like the roaring sea."4 
"Dead bodies drop like dung 
over the country, 
like wisps behind a reaper 
never lifted."5 
"Idols are like scare-crows in a field 
they cannot say a word."6 
"My heritage has turned upon me 
like a lion in the forest."? 
"I will scatter you like- straw 
driven by a desert wind."8 
Others he derives from the events or circumstances 
of life: 
"we have heard the news 
Jeremiah .. 
Ibid. 
tl 
II 
2:20 
3:2b-3 
4:13 
6:23b 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8 
Jeremiah. 9:22 
Ibid. . 10:5 
n 12:8a 
tl 13:24 
and our hands are limp, 
panic has seized us, 
pain like a woman's in travail."l 
"But, 0 thou hope of Israel, 
her savior in an evil plight, 
why be like a pass~ng stranger, 
one who stays but for a night? 
Vfuy be like a man asleep, 
who cannot help?"2 
"My heart is broken within me, 
my limbs are all relaxed, 
I feel like a drunken man, 
like a man overcome by wine.~3 
(3) Parable. 
The first parable we find in Jeremiah is tnat 
·of the waist-cloth.4 It symbolizes the closeness of re-
I lationship that God desired between himself and Israel, and 
as the waist-cloth rotted when it was taken off and left 
in a cleft of the rock, so Israel became spoiled when she 
separated herself from God. Although the form of this 
parable is prose, it is, nevertheless, a product of the 
creative imagination and in its spirit is poetic. 
The same is true of the para-ble of the Potter. 
"This message came to Jeremiah from the Eternal: 'Get 
down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear 
what I have to say.' So I went down to the potter's house. 
He was at work with his wheel, and whenever a vessel he 
was making got spoiled in his hands, he remolded it to 
please himself until he was satisfied. Then t h e Eternal's 
word came to me, '0 house of Israel, cannot I do to you as 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
" tl 
6:24 
14:8-9a 
23:9a 
13:1-11 
45 
._.....__ ____ _ 
this potter does? Why, as the clay in the potter' s hands 
so are you in my hands."l 
This experience gave to Jeremiah a fresh revelation of God's 
methods of working with men. His poetic mind saw at once 
the analogy between the potter who remolded the clay until 
it suited him, and God, who could if he wished, remold his 
I people. 
4. Jeremiah's rank as a Poet- a Singer. 
The third quality necessary for a poet is that 
jof Singer, that is, he must give rhythmic expression to 
'his poetic feeling. We have discussed the metrical form 
. of Jeremiah, it now remains to appraise his poetry. He 
was "by native gifts and earliest association a poet"2, 
and like the poets of his day he probably sang his s ongs 
to the people of the village in which he lived. His 
poetry is lyric, it reveals his own heart, soul and passion~ 
His expression is simple and concrete; his language and 
style are those of the folk-songs of his day. He was ad-
dressing peasants- to a large extent- qnd it was natural 
for him to use the form of poetry with which ttey were 
familiar, and that, of course, was folk-song. According 
1 to George Adam Smith some of his lyrics are "terse, concret~ 
poignant and graceful", others are "sombre and lurid"3 
and filled with a vague, undefined horror- these when he 
warned of approaching doom. He played upon all the emotions 
1. Jeremiah. 18:1-6 
2. Deotge Adam Smith. op.cit. p.43 
, 3. Ibid. p.41,59. 
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of his hearers in his songs, and must have reproduced in 
1
them at least some of the feeling that was so strong in 
, himself'- "We must not seek too high LoT .Jeremiah's rank 
I 
as a poet .•.• his verse was just that of the folk-songs of 
the peasants among whom he was reared-sometimes of an ex-
quisite exactness of tone and delicacy of feeling, but 
sometimes full both of what are metrical irregularities 
according to modern standards, and of coarse images and 
similes ••.• The figures again are always simple and homely, 
but sometimes even ugly, as is not infrequent in the rural ' 
poetries of all peoples •..• And there are abrupt changes of 
metaphor as in our early ballads, due to the rush of a 
· quick imagination and the crowd of concrete figures it 
catch~s."l 
While .Jeremiah was not a great poet from tne 
point of view of his form, he may be ranked as great from 
the point of view of the influence of the content of his 
poetry upon ·others-perhaps more especially in this day 
than in his own. The structure of a man's poetry is due 
in large part to his conscious skill in using poetic forms, 
but the content of a true poet's work comes, in great de-
gree, from the depths of his unconscious, or subconscious 
mind• and is the result of his inborn poetic temperament. 
This leads us to a consideration of the relation of .Jere-
miah's temperament to the content of his message. 
1. George Adam Smith. op.cit. p.43,44. 
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c. The Content of .Jeremiah's Message. 
As a poet is gifted with the powers of keen 
, observation of material things, so he also has depth of 
!insight concerning things spiritual. He is sensitive to 
values within and without, and sees them in relation to 
1each other. 
I There are two outstanding features in .Jere~ 
!miah's message, he predicted doom for the nation, and he 
!preached the necessity of immediate personal relations 
between the individual and God. He has been called the 
I jProphet of Doom and the Prophet of Personal Religion. 
I 
tThese powers as prophet ultimately rest back upon the keen 
!observation and spiritual insight, or vision, that were 
I 
jthe results of his poetic temperament. 
I 
1. Prophet of Doom. 
Although .Jeremiah lived in a small village he 
was yet near enough to .Jerusalem to get all the news of the 
day. What he heard of the activities of people to the 
North was not reassuring to one who was not blind to the 
conditions in Israel. His observation and insigh t worked 
together and he had a vision: 
flThe word of the Eternal came to me saying: ' ~hat 
do you see?' I said, ' A boiling cauldron fanned 
from the North.' Then the Eternal said to me: 
'From t he North is bane being blown out on all the 
inhabitants of the land.'"l 
1. Jeremiah. 1:13-14 
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Having had that vision Jeremiah felt that he was commis-
sioned by God to go and rouse the nation to the approach-
! ing doom which he saw was coming for two reasons,- their 
I 
I 
apostasy, and their vacillation between Egypt and Assyria 
I 
I 
for a friendly alliance. He said to them: 
"Why do you cheapen yourself 
by shifting your course? 
You will find Egypt fail you 
as Assyria did; 
you will have to leave Egypt also, 
hands elapsed on head for shame; 
for the Eternal has rejected those you rely on 
and nothing will you gain by them."l 
Concerning their apostasy he said: 
''Your own wickedness will punish you, 
your apostasy will chastise you, 
See for yourself how sore it is for you 
to abandon me, 
to have no reverence for me, 
says the Lord, the Lord of hosts."2 
With true insight into the whole situation 
and the attitude of the people he said: 
••For Israel's house and Judah's house 
have been full faithless to him. 
They have belied the Eternal 
crying 'He will do nothing! 
No harm can come to us, 
no suffering from war or famine. · 
The prophets are but wind-bags 
The word is not with them!'"3 
How true that is of days and nations other tnan Jeremiah's~ 
His insight here is truly poetic and prophetic in that it 
is universal and timeless. 
But the Word~ with Jeremiah, as it has 
I 1~ 
2~ 
3. 
Jeremiah. 
Ibid. 
II 
2:36-37 
2:19 
5:11-13 
been with otner prophets both ancient and modern, and cal-
amity did come in his own lifetime. He saw his people 
carried away to Babylonia, and then with further insight 
he wrote a letter to the Exiles in wnich he urged t h em to 
~Build houses and settle ye down, 
Plant gardens and eat of their fruit, 
Take ye wives 
And beget sons and daughters •.•. 
And seek ye the peace of the land 
To which I have banished you, 
And pray for it unto the Lord, 
For in her peace your peace shall be."l 
This exile was no doubt a punishment, but to his prophetic 
vision it was also a "fresh opportunity of grace." He as-
sured his people that God's presence was independent of 
: both the Temple and the Land, and it was just as possible 
to worship him in an alien land as in .Jerusalem. And it 
was further borne in upon him that it was the individual 
soul in its relation to God that was really the most im-
portant thing. He did not lose sight of the nation's 
relation, but he came to emphasize personal reli gion more 
I strongly. 
2. Prophet of Personal Religion. 
"The prophets and Jeremiah himself at first, 
dealt with the people as a moral unity from tne earliest 
1 
times to tneir own. The Lord had loved and sought and 
I 
redeemed and tended them as a nation. As a nation they 
fell away from him and now they were wholly false to him. 
1 •. George Adam Smith. 
-
op.cit. p.240. (his translation 
of .Jeremiah 29:5,6a,7.) 
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Vfuen Jeremiah first urges them to return it is of a public 
and general repentance that he speaks as Deuteronomy had 
done, and when his urgency fails it is their political 
disappearance which he pronounces for doo.m. 
"But when the rotten surface of the national 
life thus broke under the Prophet he fell upon tne deeper 
levels of the individual heart, and not only found t h e 
native sinfulness of this to be the explanation of the 
public and social corruption, but discovered also soil for 
the seed-bed of new truths and new hopes. Among these 
none was more potent than that of the immediate relation 
of t h e individual to God. Jeremiah never lost hope of the 
ultimate restoration of Israel. Nevertneless tne individ -
ual aspects of religion increase in his prophesying , and 
though it is impossible to trace their growth with any 
accuracy because of the want of dates to many of his 
Oracles, we may be certain tha t as he watched under Josiah 
the failure of the national movement for reform, inspired 
by Deuteronomy, and under Jehoiakim and Zedekiah the grad-
ual braaking up of the nation, and still more as his own 
personal relations with the Deity grew closer, Jeremiah 
thought and spoke less of' t he nation and more of' the 
individual as the object of the Divine call and purposes ••• 
"Then there are hls readings of the heart of 
man into which he more deeply thought than any other 
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prophet of Israel; his revelation of the working of God 
in the soul of man, its Searcher, its only Guide and 
Strength; his stress upon individual responsibi~ity and 
guilt, and on the one glory of man being his knowledge of 
!
God and the duty of every man to know God for himself and 
not through others; 'and his song of the beauty of the . 
personal life rooted in faith, ever green and yielding 
"O Lord, who triest the righteous, 
Who seest the reins and the heart."2 
"He that would boast, in tr.ds let him boast~ 
Insight and knowledge of me."3 
"Blessed is the man that trusts in tne Lord, 
P~d the Lord is his trust~ 
He like a tree shall be planted _by water, 
That stretches its roots to the stream, 
Unafraid at the coming of heat 
His leaf shall be green; 
Sans care in the season of drought 
He fails not in yielding his fruit."4 
"Then shall t hey say no more 
'The fathers ate aour .. gr~pes 
and the children's teeth are on edge;' 
but each shall die for his own sin, 
and he who eats the sour grapes 
his own teeth shall be set on edge."5 
As we have said, it was due in part to Jere-
miah's sensitive temperament that he was able to receive 
the call from God, a.nd it was due to this same temper-
ament the.t his relations to God were what tney were; 
and while the political and national situations of the day 
helped Jeremiah toward his insight concerning the 
--------
1~ George Adam Smith. op.vit. p. 367-368, 370 
12. Jeremiah. 11:20 (translation of G. A. Smith) 
9 24 " " " " 3. Ibid. : 
4. 
5. 
n 1?:7-8 
31: 29-·31.. ,, 
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" Moffatt. 
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individual they would have been of little use "unless Jere-
miah had felt by bitter experience his own soul searched 
and re-searched by God-
But hhou, Lord hast known me, 
Thou seest and triest my heart towards thee.(l2:3) 
unless through doubt and struggle he himself had won into 
the confidence of an immediate and intimate knowledge of 
!God. At his call he had learned how a man could be God's 
before he was his mother's or his nation's- God's own and 
to the end answerable only to him. He had proved his 
solitary conscience under persecution. He had known how 
, personal convictions can overbear the traditions of the 
past and the habits of one's own generation- how God can 
hold a single man alone to His Will against his nation and 
all its powers, and vindicate him at last to their faces. 
In all this lay much of the vicarious service which Jeremiah 
achieved for his own generation; what he had won for nim-
self was possible for each of them. And sure it is that 
the personal piety which henceforth flourished in Israel 
as it had never flourished before, weaving its delicate 
tendrils about the ruins of the State, the City and the 
Altar, and (as the Psalms show) blooming behind the sh elter 
of the Law like a garden of lilies within a fence of tnorns 
sprang from the seeds in Jeremiah's heart, and was water-
ed by his tears and the sweat of his spiritual agonies."l 
1. George Adam Smith. op.cit. p.3?3-3?4 
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Jeremiah spoke with prophetic vision that was 
enkindl ed by his poetic spirit and gave to his time and to 
ours those words which are the high water-mark of Old 
Testament prophecy and the foreshadowing of that Gospel 
which was to come later: 
"I will put my law within them, 
and write it on their hearts; 
and I will be a God to them, 
and they to me a people; 
no longer shall they have to teach 
their fellows, each instructing each 
how to know the Eternal; _for they all 
shall know me, both the great and small 
for I will pardon their offences, 
their sins I never will recall."l 
1. Jeremiah. 31:33-34. 
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SUMMARY 
After a preliminary statement concerning the 
purpose and method of the thesis tnere is a brief expla-
nation of the characteristics of the poetic temperament, 
in which it is pointed out that tne poet is a Seer, a 
Creator. and a Singer. From this is derived a working 
definition of the term Poet. 
In the First Chapter the Temperament of Jere-
miah is discussed, and evidence gi~en, from his own poetry, 
to show that he was a Seer and a Creator; consideration of 
1him as a Singer bei~g left to the last chapter. 
The Second Chapter is devoted to the consider-
ation of Jeremiah's Call- the characteristics he possessed 
1
that helped to make the Call possible; how the Call came 
and its content, and his response to it; the personal and 
general consequences of it, all illustrated with examples 
from his writings. 
The Third Chapter takes up the Structure and 
Content of Jeremiah's message as influenced and fashioned 
by his poetic spirit. There is first a brief review of 
the general structure of Hebrew poetry with examples of 
Parallelism and a statement concerning metre. This is 
followed by a detailed discussion of the structure of 
Jeremiah's poetry- Jeremiah as a Singer- with illustrations 
------- -1- --------
of his metrical form and his use of Parallelism. Further 
!consideration of Jeremiah as a Creator is given here with 
I 
examples of the forms of his poetic expression- metaphor, 
simile and parable. There is then a statement in regard to 
Jeremiah's rank as a poet. 
The last part of the Third -Chapter is devoted 
to the Content of Jeremiah's message in its relation to 
his Temperament. We see here how his temperament contrib-
uted to the two outstanding features of his message- his 
prophecy of doom, and his emphasis upon the individual 
soul and its direct relation to God. The quotation from 
Jeremiah which is considered the high water-mark of Old 
Testament prophecy is given in conclusion. 
-------------------------------------------------
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